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Subject: Lower Gallatin TMDL Update June 2011
Date: 06/13/2011 05:16 PM

 
Hello Folks,
 
This is a brief June 2011 update on Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) development in the
lower Gallatin River watershed.
 
Several streams in the Gallatin watershed have been identified as impaired (not meeting water
quality standards) for nutrients, e.coli (bacteria), and/or excessive sediment.  Since 2008 DEQ has
been engaged in water quality data collection to support the development of TMDLs on these
impaired water bodies.  Presently, most data collection is complete and DEQ is beginning to
evaluate data and analyze results.
 
I have compiled data and assessments completed to date and made them available to
stakeholders and the public via the DEQ’s Lower Gallatin Wiki Site
See http://montanatmdlflathead.pbworks.com/w/page/27090402/Lower-Gallatin-TMDL-
Planning-Area
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
 
NEW information and reports since the last update include:

·         2009-2010 Nutrient and streamflow data collected at 5 sites on the East Gallatin, Bridger
Creek, Bozeman Creek

·         QA report for the above data
·         Technical memo describing the approach for estimating N and P loading to surface

waters
·         Memo describing the approach for establishing pollutant wasteload allocations for

permitted stormwater (MS4) sources
 

These documents can be fetched at
http://montanatmdlflathead.pbworks.com/w/page/35246277/Lower-Gallatin-TPA-Nutrients
 
 
Also Draft TMDL Sections 1 through 4 are posted at
http://montanatmdlflathead.pbworks.com/w/page/35335495/Lower-Gallatin-TMDL-
Document-Page
These sections present the setting and scope, background, general regulatory framework, and
layout of the document.
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Recent activity also includes:
·         Discussions with DNRC regarding algae impacts to Hyalite Creek as a result of nutrient

export from Hyalite reservoir
·         Discussion with MSU extension and local volunteer groups regarding further nutrient and

e.coli source assessment and evaluation for Sourdough (Bozeman) Creek
·         Preliminary evaluation of nutrient loading from septic sources, permitted and

unpermitted (groundwater) public wastewater systems, and unpermitted wastewater
lagoons

·         Water quality standards compliance evaluation of recent (2008-2010) nutrient (N & P) and
e.coli data

 
 
 
Please contact me if I can provide more specifics or if you’d like to get further into the nitty-gritty
of TMDL development.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pete Schade
 
 
 
 
=================================
Pete Schade
(406) 444-6771
Senior TMDL Planner
Montana Department of Environmental Quality
 


